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AbstrAct 
Currently, in our modern world, environmental monitoring is a necessity for 
us to act to prevent the destruction of the highly unpredictable ecosystems 
to humans. As we try to understand and tame pollution, climate change and 
resource depletion, smart sensors embedded in embedded systems have be-
come a viable tool for collection, analysis and interpretation of marine en-
vironmental data. This paper studies the interaction between sensors, envi-
ronmental monitoring application with sensors and embedded systems, and 
inherent challenges and potential opportunities that come with the interac-
tion. We have the capability of gathering real time data about our surround-
ings by combining of sensor technology and embedded systems. They make 
possible such valuable insights from air quality measurements and water pol-
lution detection to inform policy makers’ decision making, and to help shape 
environmental policies. We will go in depth of this topic to discuss the com-
ponents which consist of these systems, the type of sensors in use and the 
embedded system process and interpretation of the collected data. This arti-
cle will analyse how the integration of these technologies could be applied to 
sensor embedded systems and how their technical aspects could be resolved, 
with real world examples and how they can help with current environmental 
issues. An understanding of what these systems can, or cannot, do can give 
us an understanding of their potential and how we can leverage the power 
that they are able to provide to build more environmentally aware societies.
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EmbEddEd systEms And smArt sEnsors
Embedded systems are modern technological devices 
that consist of special purpose computing systems 
which is running one or more tasks taking place in a 
large machine or equipment. For these systems, the 
system systems in common include microcontrollers 
or microprocessors, memory systems, input/output 
interfaces and communication peripherals. With this, 
they are versatile and efficient enough for use in lots 
of applications in both the consumer electronics side 
like toys as well as industrial machinery.[1-5]

Smart Sensors are advanced devices intended 
to sense many physical or visual parameters, and 
compare with these. Apart from data collecting, 
these sensors contain other functions such as signal 

processing, self calibration and transmission. This 
powerful synergy arises from integrating smart sensors 
and embedded systems for the design of intelligent, 
automated and responsive environmental monitoring  
solutions.[6-8]

EmbEddEd systEms componEnts
Components of embedded systems which combine 
together to process information and control different 
functions are mentioned as below:

This small computer is called Microcontroller or 
Microprocessor, here all the instructions are placed 
and then taken care of how to end the whole. Also 
stores program instructions and data (volatile in RAM, 
non volatile in ROM or Flash memory) (Figure 1).
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Input/Output Interfaces: They do communication 
between the devices and other sensors.

Loopback data for use in testing or verifying 
functionality in production during startup under the 
category of Communication Peripherals.

Power Management Unit: Very useful to 
guarantee proper use of energy particularly for battery 
autonomous devices.

Careful design of embedded systems for 
environmental monitoring is possible (e.g., power 
consumption, such systems tend to be durable and 
able to operate in harsh conditions).[9-13]

Types of Smart Sensors
Smart sensors come differently, and each one 
would have been designed to measure a different 
environmental parameter. Some common types 
include:
Temperature Sensors: Ambient or surface 
temperatures critical to climate monitoring and HVAC 
systems.
Humidity Sensors: Moisture detection in the air is 
used in weather forecasting and control of the indoor 
air quality. The pollutant measurements (PM, CO, and 
VOC) are made by Air Quality Sensors.
Water Quality Sensor: This is a measure of the 
parameters that provide pH, Dissolved Oxygen and 
contaminant levels at the water bodies.
Uses: In weather stations used as atmospheric pressure 
measurement, or in water management systems as for 

instance a water level measurement.
Ambient Light Levels Sensors: Wouldn’t be useful 
for lighting energy savings system or an indoor plant 
growth monitor. Seismic Activity or Building Structural 
Integrity Monitoring: Motion and Vibration Sensors. 
Its advanced features include selfdiagnostics, data 
preprocessing, wireless communication capabilites 
and so forth, so it is an excellent technology for 
environmental monitoring applications with embedded 
systems.[14-16]

Sensor Data Acquisition and Processing
The process of acquiring and processing of sensor data 
for the purpose of environmental monitoring systems. 
The second section deals with the way data is captured 
by sensors for first time and then how it is interpreted 
and analyzed by the embedded systems.

Signal Conditioning and Data Capture
Analog signals and the measurements that result from 
sensing environment parameters are usually generated 
by the sensors. Along with those, the raw signals are 
often preconditioned before being usable inside of 
the embedded system. Signal conditioning involves 
several steps: The signal to noise ratio of weak sensor 
signals is amplified. Noise and interference not wanted 
are removed to improve a signal quality (Filtering). 
Linearization of sensor responses by adjusting non 
linearly the responses so as to better represent 
the measured parameter. In order to make correct 

Fig. 1: Embedded Systems Components
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measurements over time, the sensor is periodically 
calibrated. Keeping the data whole it’s very important 
for the embedded system to be having signal 
conditioning such that it receive reliable information 
to process.[17-19]

Analog-to-Digital Conversion
Because most embedded systems do not have analog 
sensors, digital data sources are essential and analog 
sensors signal must be converted to digital form. For 
this Analog to Digital Converters (ADCs) either are 
integrated into the microcontroller or as separate 
components.

Being in this modern world in which human 
activities play such huge part in changing the delicate 
balance of the ecosystem, environmental monitoring 
has become very important. In order to challenge the 
phenomenon of pollution, climate change, and further 
resource degradation, the combination of smart sensor 
and embedded systems for gathering, processing, 
and interpreting environmental data is turning into 
a effective device. In this article, the interplay 
between sensors and embedded systems, their usage 
in environmental monitoring and the challenges 
and opportunities that result from combination are 
explored.

Secondly, sensor technology in conjunction with 
embedded systems has drastically increased our 
ability to gather real time data of our surroundings. 
These integrated systems measure the differences 
in air quality, water pollution, among other things, 
to give valuable insignts on how it affects decision 
making processes and environmental policies. Along 
with this, we will discuss the different components 
included in these systems, the standard types of 
sensors used, and how the embedded systems process 
and interpret the collected data. In this article, we will 
go through the technical perspective of this, talking 
about real use case and further think of the future 
of these technologies in the context of environment 
concerning. Learning about these systems’ strengths 
and weaknesses enables us to use their power to 
aid in establishing more sustainable and ecologically 
sentimental societies.[20-24]

EmbEddEd systEms And smArt sEnsors
Modern technological devices are built from the 
backbone of the embedded systems, which are 
specialized computing systems developed for the 
undertaking of one or more jobs in a larger machine or 

equipment. The most common work of these systems 
are microcontrollers or microprocessors, memory 
units, input/output interfaces and communication 
peripherals. Embedded systems are very versatile 
and efficient devices and are excellent for numerous 
applications such as consumer electronics and 
industrial machines.

The other is a Smart sensor that is a sophisticated 
device that can detect and measure physical or 
environmental parameters. In addition, these sensors 
do not only provide data collection but add other 
functionalities like signal processing, self calibration and 
communication capabilities. Smart sensors integrated 
with embedded systems provide a powerful synergy 
allowing for the development of intelligent, automated 
and responsive environmental monitoring .[25-28]

Components of Embedded Systems
The key components of an embedded system are a few 
that work along to process information and control 
functions on a system.

MicroComputer or MicroProcessor: Marks the brain 
of the system, comprising of instructions that the 
brain runs and oversees the whole of the system. For 
example, the program is stored in memory, either 
volatile (RAM) and non-volatile (ROM, Flash).

Input/Output Interfaces: External devices and 
sensors connect with the system and it is through 
them. Communication Peripherals allow exchange of 
the data with the other systems or networks using the 
protocols such as the I2C, SPI or UART.

Power Management Unit: It makes efficient use of 
the energy; it is important for the battery operated 
devices. Environmental monitoring embedded systems 
frequently need to be carefully designed with regard 
to power consumption, durability, and capability 
operating within harsh environments.[29]

Types of Smart Sensors
There are various types of smart sensors, each meant 
to measure a certain environmental parameters. Some 
common types include (Figure 2):

Ambient and Surface Temperature Sensors: Used 
to monitor climate and assess ambient or surface 
temperatures, and for HVAC systems. An example of a 
sensor based on humidity would be one which detects 
moisture level in the air which is helpful for weather 
forecasting and monitoring the indoor air quality.
Pollutant: particulate matter, carbon monoxide and 
volatile organic compounds. Parameters like pH, 
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dissolved oxygen and contaminant level in water 
bodies can be measured as Water Quality Sensors. They 
are used in weather station to measure atmospheric 
pressure and in water management systems.

Light Sensors: For the lighting systems in the dark 
in an energy efficient way or an application for plant 
growth. Motion and Vibration Sensors track seismic 
activity or solid infrastructure in buildings and building 
structures. These embedded smart sensors are usually 
equipped with some advanced functions and features, 
including self diagnosis, data preprocessing, wireless 
communications, etc., into which they can be well 
integrated into embedded systems in environmental 
monitoring applications.[30]

Sensor Data Acquisition and Processing
Environmental monitoring systems are critical in the 
process of acquiring and processing sensor data. In 
this section we are going to learn about how data 
captured by sensors reached to the embedded system 
where they will be interpreted and analyzed.

Data Capture and Signal Conditioning
Sensors are sensing the environmental parameters and 
generally produce analog signals that signify those 
measured values. Raw signals are often very raw; prior 
to being able to process the signals with an embedded 
system, conditioning is needed. Signal conditioning 
involves several steps: Amplification is the process of 
boosting weak sensor signals in order to improve their 
signal-to-noise ratio. Unwanted noise and interference 
is filtered out to improve signal quality. Non-linear 

sensor responses are adjusted so that they are an 
accurate representation of the measured parameter.

Calibrations: Sensors are calibrated periodically so 
measurements from the sensors will still be accurate 
over time. Data integrity and reliable information for 
the further processing is crucial and only possible with 
signal conditioning.

Analog-to-Digital Conversion
Almost all embedded systems process digital data 
and therefore require the analog signal from the 
sensor to be converted to digital format. Analog-to-
Digital Converters (ADCs), either integrated in the 
microcontroller or distinct components, are used to 
achieve that.

The digital representation precision (typically 
referred as resolution in bits) is determined by the 
resolution of the ADC. For example:

• An 8 bit ADC has 256 levels that can be repre-
sented i.e. (2^8)

• A 12-bit ADC offers 4,096 levels (2^12)
• A 16-bit ADC provides 65,536 levels (2^16)

Higher resolution ADCs give more precision to 
measurement, but also might have a greater impact on 
an embedded system’s processing power and storage 
capacity.[25]

dAtA FiltEring And prEprocEssing
Digital data from the sensor data is fed into the 
embedded system as input to it and the embedded 
system may perform prefiltering operations or 

Fig. 2: Types of Smart Sensors
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preprocessings in order to provide the information 
further. These steps may include. Getting rid of any 
anomalous data points that might skew the analysis is 
known as Outlier Detection. Reduction in the noise and 
improvement in the accuracy by taking the average of 
the multiple readings.

Pattern or changes detection in the data 
over time
Specifically, Data Compression: Reducing the amount 
of data to be stored or transmitted, without incurring 
too much information loss.

Sensor Embedded System Integration 
Communication Protocols
To achieve reliable environmental monitoring, we 
have developed systems that are capable of reliable 
communications between sensors and embedded 
systems. Several such protocols were developed to 
allow for the exchange of this data, but have their 
own strengths and weaknesses.

Wired Communication Protocols
The wired protocols are reliable and high speed 
data transfer and thus suitable for the applications 
where the sensors and embedded systems are in close 
proximity.

Ensuring reliability of environmental monitoring 
hinges on effective communication of sensors and 
embedded systems. Different protocols have been 
devised which can be used to exchange the data, 
however, each being strong in its own way and weak 
in others.

Wired Communication Protocols
Wired protocols are reliable, as well as high speed 
data transfer. They are used for applications where 
sensors and embedded system are close to each other.

Wireless Communication Protocols
Sensor networks can now operate in more remote and 
larger areas because of wireless protocols!

Based on the power requirements and the data 
speed transfer that is necessary, the range involved and 
intended use of the environmental monitoring, other 
types of communication protocols can be used .[35-36]

Embedded system Data Processing and 
analysis
After acquiried sensor data, the processing and 
analysis of sensor data communicated to the 
embedded system starts and contains a few steps for 
extracting meaningful information for decision making  
(Figure 3).

Fig. 3: Embedded system Data Processing and analysis
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Real-Time Data Processing
Many environmental monitoring applications require 
real or near real time data processing to analyze 
the data and act on it in real or near real time to 
identify and react to rapidly changing conditions. To 
do this, a number of different techniques are common 
in the design of embedded systems. Microcontroller 
processes data on receipt of data through sensors that 
will trigger interrupts.

Real time operating systems (RTOS): RTOS can 
handle multiple running tasks concurrently and the 
blocks which are critically need to be executed are 
given a high precedence. Complex Computation done 
in parallel manner using multi core processors or on 
dedicated hardware accelerators. Lower latency also 
means lower bandwidth requirements, but at least in 
part these requirements can be satisfied by doing some 
data processing closer to the source of data. In the 
real time, which responds in real time to the changes 
of environment, that allows the signals to activate a 
alarm, or a system of controls.

Data Fusion and Sensor Fusion
For this reason the environment is often monitored 
based on the integration of sensor data. Data fusion 
and sensor fusion technique aggregates information of 
different sources.

Complementary Fusion: Thus so it can fuse data from 
sensors sensing different parts of the environment. 
It is Competitive Fusion where multiple sensors are 
measuring the same parameter, and thus use them to 
increase the accuracy and reliability. This is Cooperative 
Fusion, meaning it has to combine information from 
different sensor types to yield new information. Fusion 
of these methods yielded higher overall quality and 
reliability of environmental assessments with an 
enlarged area of monitored environment.

mAchinE lEArning, Ai EmbEddEd systEms
Environmental monitoring with new possibilities 
provided by ML, AI integration into embedded systems.
Pattern Recognition: Constraining the set of possible 
spatial patterns.
Predictive Modeling: Prediction of future 
environmental conditions from historical information. 
Learning, from patterns, to adjust sensor sampling 
rates or process parameters.
Anomaly Detection: Outlier detection in environmental 
data. There are challenges of ml and ai on embedded 

systems that have literally constrained computational 
resources as well as power constraints. Nevertheless, 
a whole lot of edge AI and tailored algorithms to the 
task are taking these feats and making it more and 
more a reality for use on the environmental monitoring 
side of things.

Applications of sensor embedded systems 
: an application to environmental 
monitoring
Embedded with corresponding embedded systems, 
smart sensors have completely changed environmental 
monitoring in many fields. In this section I then discuss 
some of the key areas that these technologies are 
making such a big difference in.

Air Quality Monitoring
Air pollution is a major environmental and health 
problem for many urban areas. One role of such sensor 
embedded systems is monitoring and managing air 
quality.

PM2.5 and PM10 Sensor: They use sensors to 
measure the concentration of particulate matter 
in the air or particles PM2.5, PM10.The sensors in 
charge of measuring the concentration of particulate 
matter PM2.5 and PM10 are referred to as “sensors”. 
Pollutants like Carbon Monoxide, Nitrogen Dioxide, 
Ozone detection; Gas Monitoring.

Indoor Air Quality: Measuring volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and levels of carbon dioxide in 
buildings. Opening of communications, both with itself 
and the public and with authorities when air quality 
falls to dangerous levels.

This enables us to build dense monitoring networks 
in cities to generate high resolution data for policy 
making and public health.

Water Quality Management
Protecting water resources for both environmental 
and human health is very important. In several ways, 
sensor embedded systems serve to participate in water 
quality management.

Environmental Resilience and Durability 
of Wafer Scale Silicon Micro Devices
Environmental monitoring systems are often designed 
and protected to operate in harsh conditions. For 
example, the sensors and electronics must be Weather 
Resistant to protect them from rain, snow, and the 
other extremes (Table 1).



Aung Kyaw Min et al. :  Smart Sensors Embedded Systems for Environmental Monitoring System Integration

Journal of Integrated VLSI, Embedded and ComputingTechnologies  | Sept - Dec | ISSN: 3049-1312 7

Corrosion Protection: Protecting components against 
corrosive environments in marine or industrial 
environments.

Wildlife Protection: Preventing damage from animals 
or insects by design of enclosures.

Preventing Vandalism: Equipment that is placed at 
public areas or is located at remote location. Long 
term reliability in diverse environmental conditions is 
needed to hold constant data collection and system 
performance.

Data Quality and Calibration
For effective environmental monitoring, however, 
maintaining data accuracy and reliability over time is 
essential.

Sensor Drift: Gradually changing sensor accuracy over 
time.

Cross sensitivity: Keep the resistances of other 
environmental factors which effect sensor reading.

Calibration Procedures: Efficient methods for 
periodic sensor calibration, especially with large scale 
deployment. Then, implementing algorithms to find 
and flag probably faulty data.

Environmental data quality is important to be able 
to make informed decisions on environment datasets.

Sensor Embedded System for Environ-
mental Monitoring – Future Trends
As the powerful technology improves, there are 
opportunities for enhancing the environment monitoring 
using sensor embedded system. Some exciting trends 

and directions of this field are explored in this  
section.

intEgrAtion with intErnEt oF things 
(iot)
Environmental monitoring systems can be integrated 
with the broader Internet of Things (IoT) ecosystem 
and this brings many advantages:

Seamless Data Sharing: They provide environmental 
data that can be accessed by anybody, anytime, 
anywhere.

Interoperability: Communicating, sharing information, 
efficiently.

Cloud Based Analytics: To do complex data analysis 
and solve storage problems using cloud computing 
resources.

Remote Management: It makes the system easier 
maintain and update if deployed from remote 
locations.

The integration of IoT will enable networks of wider 
and deeper, integrated environmental monitoring 
encompassing all pertinent environmental conditions 
across all scales.

Advanced Sensor Technologies
This is what continues to happen, building, growing, 
depleting, sweeping up the next generation of sensor 
technology for environmental monitoring systems. 
Making stuff smaller and more energy efficient, or, in 
other words, more sensors fewer the size of a pin head 
that can go farther out.

Table 1: Challenges faced in deploying smart sensors for environmental monitoring and their impacts

Challenge Description Impact

Power Consumption and Battery Life Smart sensors in remote locations must 
operate with minimal power to extend 
battery life.

Limited operating time for battery-
powered devices leads to more 
frequent maintenance and data gaps.

Data Accuracy and Calibration Accurate data collection is essential for 
environmental monitoring, but many 
sensors have inherent errors.

Inaccurate readings can lead to 
unreliable environmental monitoring 
and decision-making.

Real-Time Data Processing Real-time processing is needed to mon-
itor and respond to dynamic environ-
mental changes effectively.

Real-time processing demands more 
power and computational resources, 
affecting system efficiency.

Sensor Calibration and Drift Over time, sensors can lose accuracy 
due to environmental factors like tem-
perature changes or aging.

Sensor drift can lead to misleading 
results, requiring frequent recalibration 
and reducing reliability.

Integration with Existing Infrastructure Integrating new sensors with legacy 
systems can be complex and costly.

Integration challenges can increase 
deployment costs and delay system 
adoption.
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Fig. 4. Advanced Sensor Technologies

Multi-Parameter Sensors: Measuring multiple 
environmental parameters together with sensors.

Biosensors: The biological element to detect presence 
of some pollutants or pathogens.

Quantum Sensors: Investigating quantum technologies 
for ultra sensitive environmental measurements. These 
advances will enable more precise, more complete 
monitoring of the environment over a variety of 
domains.

Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning Improvements
The future of AI and ML technologies still has great 
potential for improving the abilities of embedded 
systems for environmental monitoring. Forecasting 
when a sensor is going to fail and minimizing the time 
when maintenance is necessary, utilizing AI. Designing 
systems to respond automatically to changes in 
environment. Complex Pattern Recognition: It finds 
correlation and trends which are not easily seen in 
the traditional analysis. Natural Language Processing 
allows easier interaction with monitoring systems via 
voice commands or natural language queries. These AI 
driven advancements led to environmental monitoring 
systems becoming intelligent, adaptive and more user 
friendly.

Data Privacy and Ethical Considerations
In light of the fact that sensor embedded systems 
are increasingly becoming tools of the environmental 
monitoring field, considerations of the ethical 
implications and data privacy implications associated 
with configuring sensor embedded systems environment 
monitoring become more relevant (Table 2).

Data Ownership and Access
There are questions, however, on who owns the infor-
mation collected at the time of environmental data 
collection and how will it be accessed. Public vs. Pri-
vate Data: Should environmental data simply be public 
and for free, or should it stay proprietary. Data Sharing 
Agreements: Defining protocols of data flow between 
different organisations and parties. Environmental  

Table 2: Data Privacy and Ethical Considerations

Performance Metric Description Importance

Power Efficiency Measures the energy consumed by the sys-
tem over time, indicating the efficiency of 
power usage.

Ensures that the system can operate for 
extended periods without frequent battery 
replacement or power source changes.

Data Accuracy Refers to how closely the sensor readings 
match the true environmental values.

Critical for reliable environmental monitor-
ing and making data-driven decisions.

Real-Time Responsiveness Evaluates the time taken to process and re-
spond to real-time data from environmental 
conditions.

Essential for real-time systems that must 
react promptly to changing environmental 
conditions.

System Reliability Assesses how well the system performs over 
time, accounting for factors like sensor deg-
radation or external disturbances.

Key for long-term deployments, as a reli-
able system reduces maintenance needs 
and ensures continuous operation.

Integration Flexibility Describes how well the system can be inte-
grated with existing infrastructure or other 
sensor technologies.

Important for scaling and integrating new 
sensors or technologies into the existing 
monitoring framework.
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data openness: Opens environmental data for research 
and for interests of the public. Monetization of En-
vironmental Data: Commercializing environmental in-
formation and the ethical implications.

There is a desire for balance in the demand and 
with the openness to environmental data and privacy 
issues, or interested or commercial interests within 
the choice of policy development.

Privacy and Surveillance
Sensitive information can be collected potentially 
by environmental monitoring systems which raises 
privacy concerns. Preventing environmental data 
from following people’s movement or activities. 
Anonymization Techniques: Techniques for anonymizing 
individual personal information that retains data 
utility. Procedures for how public notice should be 
provided about an environmental monitoring activity 
which takes place in someone’s back yard. Robust 
Security: What measures can be implemented in data 
security of environmental data in the breaching and 
unauthorized access situation.

These privacy concerns need to be addressed 
to keep public trust and support for environmental 
monitoring initiatives.

Environmental Justice and Equity
Issues of equity and environmental justice should be 
considered for the deployment of sensor embedded 
systems for environmental monitoring. Equal 
Participation: Ensuring that monitoring systems are 
not used by all the communities and regions with the 
same amount. Access to Environmental Data: This 
entails the access of environmental data by all people, 
irrespective of societal class. Community Engagement: 
Involving the local communities in the planning and 
execution of the environmental monitoring projects. 
The use of monitoring data to discover, and address, 
long standing environmental injustices. With respect 
to these ethical dimensions, the environmental 
monitoring systems we develop should satisfy the 
interests of all communities and then contribute more 
toward realizing a more just and sustainable future.

conclusion
Thanks to smart sensors and embedded systems 
combined, we have witnessed this revolution in 
environmental monitoring that has resulted in better 
understanding of the inherent complexities of the 
interactions between the human world and the natural 

world. They can be used for air and water quality 
management as well as tracking climate change. 
Now we’ve seen these in practice — as real time data 
collection, processing and analysis is the context to be 
able to respond to environmental changes and other 
changes in real time, and make informed decisions. 
Therefore these integrated systems will be applied in 
many areas, so they are very useful to more effective 
environmental management and efforts to conserve 
our planet. However, there are a few limitations 
in implementing the sensor embedded system for 
environmental monitoring that includes power 
management, environmental resilience and validity. 
And there will be on going innovation in hardware 
design, software development, and system integration 
necessary to solve these challenges. In our look at 
the future, emerging trends such as IoT integration, 
advancements of sensor technologies, as well as data 
analytics powered by AI will continue to influence 
the state of the ecosystem monitoring systems. They 
will allow for smarter, more comprehensive, more 
accurate environmental assessments compounding 
to guide evidence based policies and actions to 
protect the planet. However, as we keep creating and 
rolling this out, this is a moment not only to create 
but also to explore the moral aspects: data privacy, 
affordable access to information, environmental 
justice. Proactively and thoughtfully approaching 
these issues will make sensor embedded systems 
used for environmental monitoring a force for good 
on behalf of people and the planet. In this work, we 
believe that embedded systems can be powered by 
smart sensors as a powerful tool in our fight to build 
knowledge about the surrounding environment, and its 
protection and sustainable management. In addition, 
as the mentioned technologies further improve, such 
technologies will play very important role in shaping 
the future for the generations to come so that they 
will live in a greener environment.
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